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VITEL 2006

International Symposium on Telecommunications
CONTENT AND NETWORKING

Cankarjev Dom, 23–24 October 

Ljubljana, Slovenia

Eastern Europe and now chaired by 
Prof Dr Marko Jagodič. The selection 
of papers and creation of the final 
programme is the responsibility of the 
Programme Committee, made up of 
eminent telecommunications profes-
sionals from Slovenia and presently 
chaired by Alojz Hudobivnik from 
Iskratel. 

The committees decided on “Content 
and Networking” as the appropri-
ate theme for VITEL 2006, with the 
objective of bringing together expert 
representatives from among opera-
tors, service providers, academia and 
industry to address these important 
topics with the goal of the more rapid 
implementation of emerging really 
broadband communications networks. 
The proposed theme was well received 
and a very interesting programme was 

The Electrotechnical Association of Slovenia, a 
Sister Society of the IEEE Communications Society, 
has a very long tradition of holding international 
symposia on telecommunications in Slovenia. The 
intention of these symposia has always been to 
concentrate on the most important and relevant 
topics  at the time concerning efficient and useful, 
or simply put, viable, telecommunications for every-
one. This principle also explains the name given to 
these symposia: VITEL (VIable TELecommunica-
tions). The VITEL symposium is currently organised 
every second year and is primarily oriented towards 
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Central and East European Coun-
tries. 

VITEL is led by its International Advi-
sory Committee, composed of well-
known telecommunications experts 
mainly from the region of Central and 
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created with speakers from 10 differ-
ent countries. The organizers of VITEL 
2006 were:
•	 Electrotechnical Association of Slo-

venia
•	 IEEE Communications Society 

Chapter of Slovenia
•	 Faculty of Electrical Engineering, 

University of Ljubljana
•	 Faculty of Electrical Engineering 

and Computer Science, University 
of Maribor

•	 INFOS 

The VITEL 2006 international sympo-
sium focussed on problems of con-
tent generation, content provision 
and billing,  along with problems of 
content access via existing and future 
electronic communications networks in 
the converging worlds of media content 
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and telecommuni-
cations networks. 
During VITEL 2006  
the related techni-
cal, legal, regula-
tory, social and eco-
nomic issues were 
discussed and the 
participants came 
up with viable con-
cepts and multidis-
ciplinary methods 
to cope successfully 
with emerging chal-
lenges. The issues 
debated at VITEL 
2006  were the fol-
lowing:

•	 Creating con-
tent;

•	 Social implica-
tions; 

•	 Content access 
author izat ion 
and authentica-
tion;

•	 Archi tectures 
and models for identity manage-
ment; 

•	 Content distribution rights manage-
ment;

•	 Content billing;
•	 Relations between stakeholders in 

content provision (content provid-
ers, service providers, network 
providers;

•	 Telecommunications infrastructure-
associated requirements for con-
tent;

•	 Suitability of networks for content 
distribution and exchange (access 
and core networks);

•	 Terminals for content access and 
reproduction;

•	 Network management ensuring 
content access; 

•	 The role of legislation and regula-
tion.

The symposium took place in the well 
known Cankarjev Dom Congress Cen-
tre, located in the centre of Ljubljana, 
on 23 and 24 October within the 
framework of a much broader event 
– Hevreka!

The program of the symposium proved 
to be informative enough and pro-
vocative enough to stimulate fruitful 
discussion, giving all participants an 
incentive to continue their work in this 
sometimes rather conflicting area of 
telecommunications. One of the ses-

sions

Brian Quinn, President of the Interna-
tional Institute of Communications.
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